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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
JUNE 2017 

 
 
Dear Members,  
 
Cordiali saluti a tutti i soci dell’Unione Ticinese.  
 
While I am a little overawed to find myself elected to a role for which I do not feel 
wholly prepared, I promise to do my best! I look forward to working with the 
committee and our new Secretary Peter Barber, and to representing the interests of 
the Unione Ticinese until a new, permanent President is elected.  
 

 
 
I was born and brought up in Bellinzona; after four years at the Magistrale in Locarno, 
I went to Geneva University. As a conference interpreter I needed to add English to 
my repertoire of Swiss languages, so I came to London. I never left because over the 
years I put down such strong roots that I cannot envisage ever living anywhere else. 
 
I look forward to meeting you all over the next few months and I hope that many of 
you will be able to attend the varied and very interesting activities that were 
organised by our former President.   
 
Best wishes, 
 
Rita Day-Giollo 
Presidente dell’ Unione Ticinese 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
REVIEW 

 
On Saturday 29 April we held our AGM with a very good turnout of over thirty 

members. For the time being we can still continue our activities with a full committee; 
Rita Day-Giollo has accepted to be the interim president and the outgoing President, 

Peter Barber, will be our new Secretary. 
 

Two new committee members were elected to committee, Loredana Guetg-Wyatt, 
the new president of Fossuk, and Paul Jemetta, whose grandfather came to England 

from Ticino and who joined the Society recently. We were sad to say good-bye to 
Ivana Cohn-Merlini after 35 years on the committee. The full list of those elected is: 

 
Interim President 

Rita Day-Giollo 
 

Hon. Vice-President 
Joe Broggini 

 
Secretary 

Peter Barber 
 

Treasurer 
Irene Gandara Jones 

 
Membership Secretary  

Stella Eusebio 
 

Committee Members 
Vittoria Baillie, Christiane Barber, Paul Jemetta, Loredana Guetg-Wyatt, Emilie 

Martinoni Hogenboom, Francesca Poglia, Rosalina Rigamonti 
 
 
 

OUR PROGRAMME 
2017-2018 

 
We have a good programme of events lined up for the year to come. This newsletter 

contains an overview of the summer events and an overview to enable you to make 

plans!  

The PRO TICINO annual meeting will take place in Zurich this weekend, on 10-11th 

June. Our Hon. Vice-President Joe Broggini, who has many years’ experience in our 

Unione and with Pro Ticino, will attend and represent our London unit. 
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WEST WYCOMBE PARK 

SUNDAY 18 JUNE 2017, 2:30PM 

 

On 18th June there is going to be an outing to West Wycombe Park in 

Buckinghamshire and we’d love to see you there.  

The attractive eighteenth century Palladian country home of the Dashwood family 

has a distinguished art collection and its walls are decorated by Giuseppe Mattia 

Borgnis (1701-1761) of Craveggia in the Val Vigezzo, on the other side of the 

mountains from Valle Maggia. Other examples of Borgnis’s best works are to be 

seen in Campo Vallemaggia (where he decorated the recently-conserved parish 

church) and Cimalmotto – in both of which he worked for the wealthy Pedrazzini 

family. 

The house is situated in a pretty park, where it is possible to picnic and next door to a 

village, also owned by the National Trust, which includes half-timbered houses. 

Across the road is a hill with a medieval church rebuilt in Palladian style and an 

extraordinary family mausoleum set in natural grassland of outstanding natural 

beauty. You will also find and can enter the Hell-Fire Caves, named after the libertine 

and free-thinking club of which Sir Francis Dashwood, for whom the house was 

created, was a member (as well as being, at one time a government minister!). There 

are extensive views from there over the Chilterns. For more information please go to: 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/west-wycombe-park-village-and-hill 

The Palladian house is now owned by the National Trust and there are several cafes 

and tea shops in the village. Please join us for the outing. We’ll be meeting at 

2.30PM in front of the main entrance to the House.  

 

  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/west-wycombe-park-village-and-hill
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GOLDERS HILL PICNIC 2017 

SUNDAY 2 JULY 2017, 12PM ONWARDS 

 

We are very much looking forward to repeating the lovely experience of a UT picnic. 

The event was much enjoyed by participants of all ages when it was first organized 

last year, in the beautiful surroundings of Golders Hill Park. Besides visiting the 

amenities of the park described here forth, it will be the opportunity for a family 

friendly afternoon of sandwiches, ice cream and chat. Do come along! 

Golders Hill Park borders Hampstead Heath (and specifically West Heath) and, like 

them, it is run by the City Corporation. Around an enormous central lawn, with views 

towards Harrow, are clustered a little free zoo run by the British and Irish Association 

of Zoos with kookaburras, lemurs, donkeys and coatis etc., a deer enclosure, a 

butterfly house, a playground, a walled flower garden, a water garden, tennis and 

ping pong courts and a croquet lawn. There is also a bandstand which gives concerts 

on Sunday afternoons and a cafeteria, currently run by an Italian family. We will meet 

in front of the cafeteria, near to the entrance, at midday.  

The park is best entered from North End Way (A 502), easily reached on foot from 

Golders Green (Northern Line, Edgware Branch), or take the 210 bus in the direction 

of Finsbury Park for one stop. It is just up the road from King Alfred School, where 

the first Swiss National Day festivities took place. The 210 also leaves from Finsbury 

Park (Victoria and Piccadilly Line) or from Highgate (Northern Line via High Barnet) 

toward Brent Cross. Please allow half an hour for this journey. Drivers can find free 

parking on Sundays in the neighbouring streets. Further travel information here: 

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things- to-do/green-spaces/hampstead-heath/golders-

hill-park/Pages/default.aspx  

 

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-%20to-do/green-spaces/hampstead-heath/golders-hill-park/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-%20to-do/green-spaces/hampstead-heath/golders-hill-park/Pages/default.aspx
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DITCHLEY PARK 

TBC 

 

There will now be an outing to Ditchley Park, Oxfordshire in September, not June. It 

is of particular interest to us because the house, which dates from 1725 and was 

used by Churchill as his country home during WW2, contains some of the best work 

of the Ticinese early eighteenth century stuccatori Adalberto and Giuseppe Artari of 

Arogno near Lake Lugano. We had previously seen some of their work at Clandon 

Hall (destroyed by fire since our visit) and at Orleans House in Twickenham.  

 

ALBERTO GIACOMETTI 
TATE MODERN, UNTIL 10 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

A new exhibition of Alberto Giacometti’s work has opened at the Tate Modern and 

we can heartily recommend it. You can visit anytime up until the 10th September.  

Giacometti was born in 1901 in Stampa, a small community in the Val Bregaglia 

region; this is one of the two Italian- and Romansh-speaking areas of the Grisons 

and lies east of Chiavenna in Italy and west of the Maloja Mountain. Giacometti, who 

worked mostly in Paris but also in Geneva during the war, is especially known for his 

distinctive elongated figures which range from the minute (3.5 cm) to the more than 

life-sized. The Exhibition, which will run until 10th September, is beautifully arranged 

and leads you gently and informatively through the artist’s life. 
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SWISS COMMUNITY IN LONDON 

1875 

 

In other news, Peter Barber has come across a very interesting photo of the Swiss 

Community in London. It could be the oldest or one of the oldest ever taken. It was 

shown to him by one of the Vanina descendants, who still have the original. 

Rodolfo Vanina (1847-1889) was a founder member of the Unione Ticinese and ran 

a café at 69 Chalk Farm Road from 1877. He is buried (or commemorated) in the 

earliest UT grave in Kensal Green. Permission to send was given by Rolf Vanina’s 

mother.  

Credit: Archivio Storico di Biasca. 
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TRAVEL BOOST 

NEWS 

 

According to an article appeared in March in the Swiss French paper “Le Temps”, 

travel to Ticino through the new Gotthard Base Tunnel, inaugurated last autumn, has 

been 30% higher than forecast. Many trains are full to capacity and on Sunday 19th 

March one train had to be re-routed for safety reasons … because it had too many 

passengers. It has also been reported that on many occasions people had to stand 

and could not find any seats! Elia Frapolli, director of Ticino Tourism, says 2016 was 

good so far and expects things to improve further this year, thanks to the new rail 

connection. Good news for a sector of the Ticino economy that has seen some 

contraction in recent years.   
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And for a full calendar of Swiss events please go here:  

www.swiss-societies.co.uk/events/index 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
FUTURE EVENTS AT A GLANCE 
 
You will be given full information on future events in 
later newsletters.  
 

SUNDAY 18 JUNE 2017 

SUMMER OUTING 
WEST WYCOMBE PARK 
 

SUNDAY 2 JULY 2017  

PICNIC 2017 
GOLDERS HILL PARK 
 

TBC JULY 2017 

PLAQUE TO CARLO GATTI 
Unveiling Westminster plaque on Villiers Street 
 

TBC SEPTEMBER 2017 

AUTUMN OUTING 
DITCHLEY PARK 
 

SATURDAY 21 OCTOBER 2017 

CASTAGNATA 
TBC 
 

SATURDAY 9 DECEMBER 2017 

SAN NICOLAO 
TBC 
 

SATURDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2018 

CARNEVALE 
TBC 

http://www.swiss-societies.co.uk/events/index

