
	
	
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
I would like to start this president’s report by thanking the committee members of all the 
Swiss Organisations (clubs, associations, charities) and their volunteers in the United 
Kingdom. Your commitment to the Swiss community is remarkable and is deserves 
appropriate recognition. Thank you for all your hard work, it is appreciated and valued. 
 
A key issue, which remains a significant challenge for many Swiss associations in the UK and 
abroad, is the attraction of new and, in particular, young members. The vote on Brexit has 
compounded this issues, with many people unclear whether they will be able to remain in the 
UK, and if they are able to remain, under what terms and circumstances. The current situation 
is certainly putting more pressure onto clubs who are finding it difficult to recruit new 
members. 
 
I need to applaud various Swiss Clubs, with the support of the Swiss Embassy, for organising 
very informative sessions on BREXIT and its potential impact. These sessions have been 
welcomed by the Swiss living in the UK and I suspect more will be needed as Prime Minister 
Theresa May triggers Article 50. 
 
It is at times like this that we are reminded of the reason why Swiss associations and clubs 
were created in the past. In a time when the European Union and Bilateral agreement did not 
exist, when there was no Internet or online platforms to allow better sharing of information, 
people looked to the various Swiss associations for support, helping Swiss to remain positive 
and encourage one another. 
 
It is in this spirit that FOSSUK has entered into a sponsorship agreement with UBS in order 
to better support the Swiss community in the UK, especially in those instances where club’s 
resources are limited. However, FOSSUK’s strength resides in its committee members and 
their skills; skills that spam from administrative to fundraising, from marketing to social 
media and many more. Skills that are available to all clubs and should be used by them 
accordingly. 
 
The FOSSUK committee is here to support the Swiss communities, therefore please ensure 
that your concerns are communicated to us as it is our primary objective to support you. 
 
 
SWISS CLUBS ROUNDTABLE 
 
In 2016 FOSSUK launched the Annual Swiss Clubs Roundtable dinner. On the 3rd 

November 2016, Presidents of Swiss Clubs and representative of the Swiss Embassy in the 
UK attended an evening at Blancpain to discuss the varied challenges that they face, whilst 
enjoying a delicious dinner and a glass of wine. The event gave an opportunity to its members 
to discuss challenges, and to look for solutions. 
 
A welcome outcome of the Roundtable was a desire from Swiss Clubs to foster better 
collaboration, ensuring that all clubs support each other’s respective activities, without 
forgetting their individual purpose or ‘Raison d'être’.  
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It will be a priority of FOSSUK to promote the common interests of the Clubs, whilst 
recognising their individuality, independence and characteristics. 
 
To support and encourage Swiss Clubs with achieving this goal of better collaboration, 
FOSSUK is currently working on a newer version of the website, highlighting events and 
sharing of information. 
 
I therefore urge Swiss clubs, associations and organisations to provide us with details of their 
annual programmes and initiative to allow us to promote them and consolidate information 
about them in one place. 
 
Another important outcome of the meeting was a clear statement of support from the Swiss 
Embassy. It was also acknowledged by the clubs that support can only be provided on the 
premises that the Embassy is aware of events and invited accordingly. 
 
I would like to express my gratitude to the Swiss Embassy for the continuous support and to 
the General Consul Hermann Aebischer for attending the event and providing us with 
invaluable insights. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Alexandre Tissot, Blancpain and Sayuri 
Aoyama from Fairwine for their support and enabling FOSSUK to offer this unique 
opportunity to its members. 
 
 
OSA ANNIVERSARY, OSA DELEGATES AND ELECTIONS 
 
In 2016, the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA) celebrated 100 years of working on 
behalf of the Swiss Abroad. It is estimated that an average of 762,000 Swiss citizens live 
outside of Switzerland. It is OSA’s raison d’être to ensure that their interests are protected in 
the best way possible. OSA’s objective is to convey to Bern why Switzerland needs to 
represent expatriates living abroad and to highlight the value that they contribute to 
Switzerland. This is increasingly important, given that the international mobility of Swiss 
citizens is increasing and given the uncertainties that we face at current times in an ever 
changing political environment. 
 
Two major events occurred during the anniversary year. These were from 15 to 17 April in 
Brunnen and from 5 to 7 August in Bern where the centenary Congress was held. Our four 
Delegates attended the two meetings in Brunnen and Bern and the respective reports have 
been issued and are available on the FOSSUK website. 
 
At the OSA meeting in Bern, the United Kingdom was allocated a 5th OSA Delegate. This 
was due to the increased number of Swiss living in the UK. The FOSSUK Committee has 
unanimously decided that the 5th OSA Delegate should be elected directly from amongst the 
Swiss living in the UK (“Directly Elected Delegates”). Our 5 OSA delegates will be voted in 
on the 20th of May. 
 
We are delighted that the OSA election has attracted a high number of candidates, many of 
which are young Swiss living in the UK. I would like to wish them all best of luck as the 
votes are counted and the result of the vote will be revealed at the AGM. 
 
As the new OSA Delegates will be elected on the 20th of May, I would like to say thank you 
to our current four OSA Delegates, Margrit Lyster, Thomas Rast, Alexandre Tissot and 
Franz Muheim for their invaluable support to the Swiss community in the past four years. 
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A special thank you to the OSA Delegate sub-committee, Camilla Ghislanzoni, Claudine 
Gerber and Ané-Mari Peter. You have done a fantastic job with the election process. A 
wholeheartedly thank you to Consul Tiziano Pedrioli and his team for ensuring that the 
elections follow due protocol and Delegates are elected democratically. 
 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA, THE WEB and the SWISS REVIEW 
 
The FOSSUK Committee encourages our corporate members (and non members) to inform 
us of their events, AGMs or social gatherings. We also encourage you to let us know if there 
is information that you believe we should be making available on our website or via social 
media that does not appear to be readily accessible. 
 
We are currently working on a fresher version of our website. That is to say we are giving it a 
‘face lift’. Although the main underlying content will not change, the appearance of the home 
page will facilitate better sharing of information and clubs’ events. 
 
The Swiss Review continues to be a key platform for communication among Swiss living in 
the United Kingdom. Andrew Littlejohn and Marc Peter have done a superb job throughout 
the year and it is with great sadness that we will have to say goodbye to Andrew as he leaves 
his position of Editor. I am certain that you will all join me in thanking him for his dedication 
and professionalism in supporting Swiss matters. 
 
 
JOINT EVENTS 
This year’s forum was held on the 2nd of November and was jointly organised by FOSSUK, 
the Swiss Embassy London, New Helvetic Society, the City Swiss Club and Unione Ticinese. 
The Forum was specifically aimed at our young Swiss living in the UK and aimed to provide 
the audience with a clear overview of the Swiss Political Process. 
 
Moderated by François Voeffray, Deputy Head of Mission at the Swiss Embassy in London, 
a panel of three presented and, amongst other topics, debated the stakes involved in young 
Swiss adults residing in the UK, engaging, or not engaging, in Swiss politics. 
 
The panelists were; 
 
•  Anja Wyden Guelpa, State Chancellor, Republic and State of Geneva. The 
Chancellery promotes the participation of the young population in Swiss political life. This 
includes promoting media created by young adults, targeted at young adults, that 
communicates the stakes involved from being excluded from the political process. 
 
•  Nick Couldry, Professor of Media, Communications and Social Theory at the 
London School of Economics. Nick publishes extensively on what it means to live in a 
media-saturated world and argues for the value and recognition of individual ‘voice’ as the 
basis of true democratic politics. 
 
•  Davide Wüthrich, President of the Youth Parliament of the Swiss Abroad (YPSA), 
founded in August 2015 in Geneva at the ‘Congress of the Swiss Abroad’. The YPSA 
believes that the ‘voice’ of young citizens living outside Switzerland needs to be better 
represented in Swiss politics. 
 
With 80 attendees, the event was a great success, with many young adults already re-engaging 
in the Swiss community through social channels and Swiss clubs and societies, as well as the 
upcoming elections of UK Delegates to the Council of the Swiss Abroad. 
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A wholeheartedly ‘thank you’ goes to our panelists, committee member Alexandre Tissot and 
the Swiss Embassy for organising and supporting such a successful event. 
 
Last but not least a special mention goes to our corporate sponsors without whom none of it 
would have been possible; ‘Skincode Switzerland’ for the goodie bags distributed to all 
participants containing two unique beauty products and UBS our event partner sponsor. 
 
 
THANK YOU 
 
Since I started my report by thanking people, I believe it is equally appropriate to end it in the 
same manner. 
 
I probably keep repeating myself, but I do not believe that FOSSUK would be as successful 
without the support of a dedicated team. I am extremely lucky to be the President of an 
association that has committed and motivated members. I fully acknowledge that the majority 
of the committee members are in full time employment and it is remarkable to see how 
dedicated they are to FOSSUK and to serving the Swiss community in the UK in their private 
time. For this, I am extremely grateful to all of them and I thank them for their support. 
 
A special ‘thank you’ goes to the Swiss Embassy and its fantastic team. This year the 
FOSSUK Committee has requested a lot of support from the Embassy and the response has 
been extremely positive. This collaboration would have not been possible without the support 
of HE Ambassador Dominik Furgler and Madame Hayam Furgler. The FOSSUK committee 
and I are extremely grateful for their support in the past years and it is with great sadness that 
we say our farewell to both of them. 
 
Thank you also to General Consul Hermann Aebischer and Consul Tiziano Pedrioli, as they 
endorse our initiatives and continue to provide their invaluable expertise to the FOSSUK 
Committee members. A special thank you to Tiziano Pedrioli who has collaborated 
intensively with the OSA Delegate Election Sub-Committee. 
 
I am also extremely grateful to our event Partner UBS for the tremendous contribution they 
made to FOSSUK to support the Swiss community in the UK. I am equally thankful to 
Skincode, on-IDLE and Faulhaber for continuing to believe in us. 
 
Last but not least, I would like to say a special thank you to Margrit Lyster and Giuseppe 
Broggini who are both leaving the FOSSUK Committee. Both have been supporting the 
Swiss Community in the UK for decades and, on a personal level, have been extremely 
helpful in supporting me in my role of President of FOSSUK. I will surely miss their 
knowledge and diplomacy and I am certain that they will continue to support FOSSUK 
activities and the Swiss community in the UK. 
 
 
 

 
Loredana Guetg-Wyatt 
President 
 


