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Report on the Meeting of the Delegates

of the Council of the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA) held on 7 August 2009, held at the Kantonsregierungsgebäude Luzern, attended by Joe Broggini, Yves Guisan, Margrit Lyster, Alain Meyer and Freddie Wyser

The main points on the agenda of the meeting were:

· The constituting of the newly elected OSA Delegates for the period 2009 – 2013 and elections of the President and Executive Committee of the Organisation for the Swiss Abroad for the above period
· President’s Report and points arising from it:

· The importance of the “Fifth Switzerland” and its recognition by the       

             Authorities Swiss Review

· Swissinfo

· OSA’s aims and objectives to be achieved during the 2009 – 2013 tenure

· Congress 2010

Jean-Jaques Eggly opened the meeting, welcoming all delegates from all over the world, in particular the newly elected ones as well as the guests present. In all there are 140 Council members, 120 from abroad and 20 from within Switzerland, 45% of the delegates were newly elected. For the UK the two newly elected delegates are Dr. Yves Guisan and Alain Meyer, who have joined the re elected Margrit Lyster and Freddie Wyser. The mandate of the President and the members of the Executive Committee of the Organisation for the Swiss Abroad (OSA) were also confirmed for a further four years. The statuary part of the meeting completed, the President then addressed the assembly with his report. 

President’s Report (full report on FOSSUK web pages)

Mr Eggly took the occasion to reflect on the present situation of the Swiss Abroad.  e continued  He elaborated on the general feeling that the true value of Swiss people living aboard is badly undervalued. Neither the Swiss Government nor the Swiss people give their compatriots from abroad much thought, nor are they aware of their usefulness and importance to their Home Country.

Thanks to the nearly 700’000 Swiss Abroad, Switzerland can benefit from a worldwide network not to mention the manifold functions and tasks taken on by Swiss people living abroad. The unprecedented budget cut of SFr 500’000 for the “Swiss Review” as well as the planned drastic reductions in the funding of “swissinfo.ch”, the continuing trend to reduce the consular network, the constant underfunding of the “Swiss Schools” abroad are therefore very alarming and are seen as further obvious signs that the interests of the Swiss living abroad are not given their true importance.

The 125’000 or so registered Swiss voters from abroad are proof to the Authorities that they are a force to be reckoned with and that their value and usefulness should not be underestimated nor undermined but officially recognised.

OSA together with its Executive Committee have produced a working paper on how to make  the values, the importance and the usefulness together with the interests and needs of OSA concerns of Swiss abroad more widely known. (Copy of the full working paper can be found on FOSSUK web site under OSA). This increased focus on the “Fifth Switzerland” is seen as one of OSA’s main objectives for the coming tenure, aiming to help create more awareness and sensitivity amongst Government bodies and Swiss in general to recognise the benefits and the importance of Swiss people living abroad. 

On a more positive note the President reported on the steady progress being made towards the introduction of the electronic voting 

President Eggly concluded his report by thanking everybody involved in helping to make the tasks of OSA possible. He particularly acknowledged the untiring work of the Director and the staff of the Secretariat of the Swiss Abroad as well as all persons involved from affiliated, government bodies and private organisations. 

The meeting passed three resolutions

· Swiss Review

· Swissinfo

· Swiss Banks 
The above mentioned drastic budget cuts for the “Swiss Review” and equally severe reduction of services of “swissinfo.ch” gave cause for intense discussions. The Council demands from the relevant government departments that the budget 2010 for the Swiss Review should be reconsidered. 

At the same time the Swiss Broadcasting Corporation was urged to reconsider the said budget cuts taking into account “swissinfo’s” significance to expats with its multilingual and multimedia online services, an invaluable help not only to Swiss voters but keeping the Swiss living abroad in touch with the Mother Country.

Thirdly, the meeting was very concerned to learn of the planed exclusions of expat Swiss Bank accountholders in the United States as a result of the recent disputes regarding tax fraud. This move should be revoked with immediate effect. It is feared that this hostility could spread to other Banks and affect other than Swiss Abroad in the United States.  

The aims and objectives worked out by the Secretariat and the Executive Committee and hoping to be achieved during the next four years are summarised as follows:

· Consolidation of the legal position and the concerns of the internationally mobile Swiss 

· Increase political participation

· Increase the information net for Swiss Abroad

· Creating a Swiss Abroad Community on the internet

· Strengthen the foundations of institutions for the Swiss Abroad

· ASO to become the centre of competence for all questions concerning Swiss Abroad 
These are, but a few, of the main points hoping to be achieved. The very ambitious and comprehensive catalogue of aims can be read on the FOSSUK website --- it is well worth spending some time reading this very impressive document. The UK delegates would be happy to receive comments. 

“Swiss Roots – the Swiss Community Abroad” is an internet-community project under development by the Bern based Secretariat for the Swiss Abroad. This project is meant as a dynamic website for Swiss Expats worldwide and will replace the recently dissolved “Verein zur Förderung der ASO”, (Association for the furtherance of the OSA).   This new website, will also incorporate elements of ‘Swiss Roots in the USA’, an interactive programme originally created in 2006 in Los Angeles and specifically designed to reach out to people of Swiss heritage and those with an affinity to Switzerland, living in the States. “Switzerland Tourism” and “swissinfo” will be active supporters of this new venture
Yves Guisan (FOSSUK) was amazed that the future vote on 27 September on the financial stabilization of the insurance for handicapped persons (IV) by increasing the VAT for a period of time was not on the agenda despite its request to the Director M. R. Wyder. The President answered that VAT problem in Switzerland could not concern the OSA.            Yves Guisan objected that this financial stabilization concerns the old age pension (AHV) whose reserve fund has been covering so far the huge deficit (ca. 13 billion CHF) of the handicapped insurance. Swiss abroad have a major interest in the sane maintenance of the old age pension. A full discussion could unfortunately not be brought and opened to the delegates without previous preparation/information. It was then decided with tacit approval of the Assembly that the Committee would publish a recommendation to approve the temporary VAT increase.

Giuseppe Broggini, UK Delegate for 28 years and Member of the ASO Executive Council for 26, attended his last meeting. He addressed the meeting with a short tour d’horizon of his time “in office”. In return the President thanked Giuseppe Broggini for his devoted input in the interest of the Swiss Abroad. His fellow Delegates will sorely miss him for his analytical approach and for his many contributions. See below his farewell speech to the Assembly:

Herr Präsident, liebe Ratskollegen, verehrte Gäste, meine Damen und Herren

Als ich im 1981 vom englischen Dachverband als Vertreter in den Auslandschweizer Rat gewählt wurde und zwei Jahre später als Mitglied des Ausschusses, hätte ich nie gedacht, dass ich 28 Jahre meines Lebens den Interessen der Auslandschweizer widmen würde.

„ Man wird alt, wenn die Leuten anfangen zu sagen, dass man jung aussieht“. 

Mit diesen für mich zeitgerechten Worten verabschiede ich mich von meine Kollegen im Ausschuss und auch von den anwesenden Ratsmitgliedern, die sich heute alle in der schönen Stadt Luzern treffen. 

Während all den Jahren als Ausschuss Mitlglied,  war ich privilegiert und dankbar renommierte Ratskollegen an meiner Seite zu haben. 

Ganz besonders erwähnen, möchte ich aber die sechs Präsidenten, mit denen ich die Ehre hatte zusammen zu arbeiten. 

„Mein“ erster Präsident war Monsieur Louis Guisan, dann folgten die Herren Alfred Weber und Walter Hofer gefolgt von Monsieur Jean-Jaques Cevez, Herr Georg Stucki und der heutige Präsident Monsieur Jacques-Simon Eggly. 

Mein ganz besonderer Dank geht an Direktor Ruedi Wyder und den Kolleginnen und Kollegen vom Sekretariat, und deren unermüdlichen Einsatz im Interesse der Auslandschweizer. 

Während meiner Zeit geschahen folgende wichtige Ereignisse. Im Jahr 1992 die Errungenschaft des Stimmerechtes fuer Auslandschweizer, dann die Freiwillige AHV obwohl das nur als Teilerfolg  gelten kann, da sie im EU-Raum nicht aufrechterhalten werden konnte.

Dann folgte  die Errungenshaft diverser Buergerrechtrevisionen, Gruendung der ASO als Stiftung mit gleichzeitiger Abloesung von der NHG, Gruendung des Auslandschweizer Rates und kuerzlich das Pilotprojekt „E-voting“.
In den verganenen Jahren hatte ich die Gelegenheit mit viele von Euch nicht nur praktisch und produktiv zusammen zu arbeiten, aber auch ganz unvergessliche gesellige Abende zu verbringen und Freundschaften anzuknüpfen. 

Durch die zwei bis drei Vorstands Sitzungen im Jahr in die Schweiz, wurde Ich immer mehr mit der Schweizer Politik und Schweizer Polikern vertraut, denn wenn man seit 40 Jahren auf einer Insel wie Grossbritanien lebt, riskiert man schnell sich von der Schweiz zu distanzieren und sogar die eigene Muttersprache zu vergessen. 

Euch Allen danke ich herzlich  für Euere stete Unterstützung während all den Jahren, doch bevor  ich noch einige Worte auf franzoesich und italienish spreche, moechte ich mit einem Abschiedsgedicht  abschliessen:

„Der Abschied tut ein bisschen weh

Ich sag nicht Tschuess und nicht Ade

Und hoffe auf ein Wiedersehn

Bis dahin lass es Euch ergehn“

 J’aimerais maintenant m’exprimer brièvement en français.
Après plus de 28 années passées au service de la Communauté Suisse en Grande Bretagne comme délégué auprès du Conseil des Suisses de l’étranger et 26 ans comme membre du Buro , le moment est venu pour moi de démissionner. 

Je saisi cette occasion de vous dire combien j’ai admiré la qualité des interventions des membres du groupe francophone au sein du Conseil. Mais j’ai également beaucoup apprécié votre compagnie lors de nos rencontres moins formelles. J’emporte avec moi un excellent souvenir des bons moments passés ensemble.

Laissez-moi-vous exprimer ma reconnaissance pour votre soutien. 
Vos encouragements, ainsi que ceux de vos prédécesseurs, m’ont beaucoup aidé tout au long de ces années.

Désormais, je ne participerai plus à vos délibérations, mais j’espère que j’aurai l’occasion de vous revoir lors de futurs congrès non seulement comme observateur attentif et intéressé au travail du Conseil mais aussi pour le plaisir de partager un moment d’amitié. 

Chers amis romands, je tiens à vous exprimer toute ma gratitude.

E ora alcune riflessioni di commiato in italiano che, essendo d’origine locarnese  resta pur sempre la mia lingua madre, anche se da piu’ di 40 anni ormai, l’ inglese e’ diventato il mio idioma quotidiano. 
Quando nel lontano 1981 venni nominato  membro di Comitato della Federazione delle Associazioni svizzere di Gran Bretagna al Consiglio dell ‘ OSA, , mai avrei pensato  dopo soli due anni  di essere membro dell’esecutivo dell’ Organizzazione degli Svizzeri all’ Estero.

Ebbene, da allora son trascorsi ben 26 anni ricchi di soddisfazioni personali  sempre  pero’ condivise  con tutti gli interessati.

E’ stato per me un immenso onore e piacere  quello di aver  potuto collaborare con ben 6 Presidenti dell’ Organizazzione e con vari i colleghi presenti e passati, senza dimenticare i resposabili del Segretariato dell’ OSA stesso, fra i quali il carismatico  direttore Dr Ruedi Wyder.

Ricordo che negli anni 80, per un breve   periodo,  ben 3 ticinesi  occupavano l’ esecutivo dell’ OSA. Un caso piu’ unico che raro in considerazione della rappresentanza linguistica nazionale. 

Purtroppo non e’ facile trovare giovani ticinesi all’ estero,  validi e con profondo senso civico,  disponibili a difendere e propagandare i valori elvetici.

Vorrei comunque sottolineare  ai membri d’ esecutivo presenti e futuri , che la matrice linguistico- culturale deve restare un obiettivo  importante nella composizione dei membri dell’ esecutivo dell’ OSE.

Ora cari e care colleghe  già da tempo mi ero accorto di essere divenuto il decano per gli anni di servizio   fra i miei colleghi d’esecutivo per cui ho ritenuto giusto, anche se con qualche rammarico,   passare il testimonio alla signora Sabine Silberstein , candidata svizzera di Singapore, giovane preparata e dinamica,  alla quale auguro già sin d’ora altrettante soddisfazioni nell’operare per il bene degli interessi degli svizzeri residenti all’estero.

Joe Broggini , Agosto 2009
“The Political Representation of the Swiss Abroad” is the planned theme for 

the Congress 2010 which will take place in St Gallen from August 20.-22. 

margrit lyster, August 2009

