SWISS CLUB EDINBURGH 50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 27 NOVEMBER 2010
It was a day to be remembered. While we were apprehensive the weather could have disrupted our festivities, only a very few could not make it due to adverse conditions. 
Bailie Alastair Paisley welcomed us warmly on behalf of the City of Edinburgh and in particular the 3 founder members present. Freddie Wyser thanked him on behalf of the Swiss Club. All present were able to enjoy and a much appreciated aperitif with nibbles. 
This was followed by a further Reception at the Caledonian Hilton Hotel. We were greeted by Swiss Champagne graciously donated by Consul General Reto Renggli and served with typical Swiss tit-bits offered by the Hotel. During this interlude we were entertained by Alex Metzler and his accordion. On a very large screen, a film of beautiful Swiss sceneries was admired by all as was a collage of photographs from members taken over the years. 
As dinner was announced, 70 guests had the pleasure of being lead to the dining room with the sound of alphorns played by 2 musicians’ friends who came especially from Switzerland. President Wyser welcomed all present with a special mention of the Guests seated at the head table. Bailie Alastair Paisley and Mrs Paisley, City of Edinburgh Council, Consul General Reto Renggli. Director Ruedi Wyder, Organisation of the Swiss Abroad and Mrs Wyder, Mr Peter Luedi, President of the Aberdeen Swiss Club and Mrs Luedi, Mrs Carmen Rose, President of the Inverness Swiss Club. He then ask Ron Butlin to say Grace. This was followed by typical a Swiss Menu with Bunderfeisch followed by Beef and Pork fillets served with ‘Sauce aux Morilles’ and a Green Pepper Sauce with Spaetzli and Vegetables. Dessert was a choice of either Zugerkirschtorte or an assortment of Swiss Cheeses. Choice of Swiss wines was served that was graciously donated by the Consulate General. Coffee was served and through the generosity of Lindt & Sprungli Chocolate in Kilchberg, Switzerland all received a beautiful gift that was very much appreciated.
In addition, Guests were given a memento in the form of a coaster commemorating 50 Years of the Swiss Club Edinburgh.

Speeches by Consul General Renggli and Director Wyder were followed by the introduction of the 3 Founder Members present, Suzanne Henderson, Helen Reid and Nelly Robson. They were greeted by a generous round of applause. Helen gave us a little history of the Club followed by Suzanne who in turn provided us with some anecdotes. President Wyser in his speech reminisced over the last 50 years and wondered what the next 50 would look like. 

The Founder Members were presented with an engraved goblet commemorating the 50 years of the Swiss Club with a beautiful basket of red and white flowers and blue thistle depicting the National flags of Switzerland and Scotland.

The entertainment was provided again by Alex Metzler and his accordion playing some well known Swiss songs, the 2 alphorn musicians, Philip Powell and Marcel Huonder playing well known tunes and finally Ron Butlin, a Scottish writer who gave us readings from Robby Burns in the traditional idiom and translated in Swiss language by Regi-Claire Butlin-Staub who is also a writer. They all were very much appreciated and roundly applauded by all.



President Wyser in his closing speech, acknowledge all the people who made this once in a life time event such a success, Bailie Alastair Paisley of the City of Edinburgh Council, Consul General Reto Renggli, Caledonian Hilton Hotel and its Staff, Suzanne Henderson for her gracious donation, Lindt & Sprungli Chocolate for their kindness in providing a much appreciated gift, the entertainers Ron and Regi Butlin, Alex Metzler, Phil Powell and Marcel Huonder, Kirsten Murray and Ursula Ross, creators of the Coasters and the Committee without them the event would not have been possible and those who have contributed in one way or another. The event came to a close at around midnight and all departed to a very cold and snowy night.
