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Report on the Meeting of the Delegates

OSA Council St.-Gallen 20.08.2010
Agenda
1. Quorum statement

2. Report meeting of the 27th of March 2010

3. Chairman’s report

4. Direct election of the Council 

5. Draft of a Law concerning the Swiss living abroad

6. Council rule

7. Swiss Revue and Swiss community
8. Actuality Forum 

9. Congress 2011 -  choice of the topic

10. Recognition of new Swiss associations abroad

11. Miscellaneous
1. The quorum is largely present.

2. The report of the last Council debates of the 27th of March 2010 is accepted unanimously.

3. Chairman’s report
 Two main subjects: introduction of a new law concerning the Swiss living abroad and direct election of the delegates.

 End of June the treasurer Mr Daniel Jaccard resigned. He was replaced right away in this function by Robert Engeler. But there is an opened vacancy in the Board.

A stance will have to be taken concerning the Federal Council Program 2011-2013, in particular a new distribution of the tasks of each member of the Government – The Board shall decide after consultation by mail.

 The Board is conscious of the necessity of a savings programm. But savings may be only extremely weak at the level of the diplomatic representations. The intentions of the Departnent of Foreign Affairs (DFA) cannot be agreed upon. Dismantling the actual network is out of question. Similarly the OSA refuses further savings on Swissinfo. OSA refuses also the suppression of the Central Emigration Council.

 Agreements with the EU Member States should be looked for to solve the problem of establishing easily biometric passports.

Different saving measures by just transferring the responsibilities on the Cantons will have serious consequences for the Swiss living abroad:

· decrease in the number of studying grants – to study in Switzerland might become more complicated

· suppression of the rights of deed concerning the Chateau de Penthe in Geneva – The Museum of the Swiss abroad have an endangered future

The Swiss Revue is not just some kind of magazine, it is a public service and corresponds to a mandate of the Government – we demand to come back to 6 publications.

The OSA is pushing for the generalisation of the electronic vote. But it not only understands, but requires also the electronic vote being as sure and giving the same trust than the traditional manual vote.

2011 is the year of federal elections. The OSA has four aims:

- to take part at the campaign


- important participation of the Swiss abroad to the vote


- if possible candidates among the Swiss abroad


- develop a program concerning the Swiss abroad. This catalogue of

  Measures shall be submitted to the Council of the Swiss abroad

  (CSA)

Swiss community is a web communication platform. It should allow an active communication between the Swiss abroad themselves, and between them and the different authorities.

The OSA wishes to develop a partnership with Swissinfo, Swisstourism and the DFA, in order to have the importance of the Swiss abroad and their interests taken in consideration. Concerning this subject a response by the Federal Council (FC) was given to the Lombardi postulate (to be consulted on the web site of Parliament under Lombardi).

The OSA has a clear will to see the FC develop a clear policy concerning the Swiss abroad, what implies to modify the law. Proposals shall be made by the OSA.. There is still no answer of the FC concerning the importance of the fifth Switzerland. The Constitution was modified in 1965 after having been demanded by the OSA in 1861 in St.-Gallen. There is still no application law available…

The delegate of the DFA, Ambassador Lichtenstern has nothing to add and waits for Nrs FC Calmy-Rey to inform us to-morrow at the Congress.

4. Direct election of the Council (CN/NR Thérèse Meyer-Kaelin)
The council members should be elected in the future directly by all the Swiss abroad registered as being able to vote. The candidates should be proposed by the Swiss Community (it may be also a club, but must not be) with at least 10 signatures per seat. The candidates would be mentioned in the Swiss Revue and on the OSA web site. The members of the interior would still be elected by the Council itself.

These proposals raised quite a discussion. The French delegation would like the members of the interior to be elected the same way as the delegates.

There is obviously a danger to politize the Council. The ideologies of the different political parties are not to be confused with the interests of the Swiss abroad. This new mode of election makes sense only if I end up with a representation in the Parliament. And finally how is this exercise going to be financed. This has to be mentioned in the new law about the Swiss abroad.

The working group shall think it further over !

5. New law related to the Swiss abroad (CE/SR Filippo Lombardi)
The response of the Federal Council to his postulate (moved in 2004 !) mentions clearly the possibility of a new law on the Swiss abroad. It has however to be proposed and moved first by the OSA and its council. A first project has been discussed with a few amendment brought in. However for some reason, education as such is still missing. Ambassador Lichtenstern mentioned that the Swiss schools are already mentioned in another law. Never the less education in the broad sense of the term covers other matters and not just only Swiss schools. Care should be raised on this matter in the future. Proposal joined).
6. OSA rule
The relationship with the Parliamentary Group should be mentioned. The procedure to elaborate resolutions or mandates is missing. Some way has to be found out to allow delegates living very far away to be represented despite absent.

7. Swiss Revue (Ruedi Wyder CEO)
The Swiss Revue is the only communication mean reaching all the Swiss abroad. Savings could be made through electronic mailing. But the saving measures taken by the Government do not allow to come back to 6 publications a year. Therefore OSA maintains its demand for an additional 300’000 CHF.

Ariane Rusticceli presented the new Sisscommunity web site allowing multiple communications between individuals, groups of individuals, organisations and clubs, and with the authorities (www.swissommunity.org).

8. Actuality Forum
This is a new point of the agenda allowing each delegate to stand up to ask a question or make comments on any subject of his concern. Most of the discussions went upon reduction of Swiss diplomatic representations and issuing passeports. On this topic Yves Guisan mentioned it is ridiculous not to allow Gibraltar people to go to Spain or Belfast people to go to Dublin and force them to fly to London. It should also be possible to have this documents issued in Switzerland at the opportunity of a back home travel or holidays.

9. Congress 2011
The next congress shall take place either in Lugano or Locarno. The subject shall be: democracy in the international relationships.

10. Recognition of new societies
The Schweizer Verein von Ulm has been accepted as member.

11. Miscellaneous
Next Council CSA will take place in Brunnen on the 09.04.2011. Otherwise none.
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